
 

Thom Dammrich, National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) 

Phone: 312-946-6220 Email: tdammrich@nmma.org  

 

Thom Dammrich assumed the role of president with the National Marine Manufacturers Association in November 1999, 

bringing with him 30 years of association management experience.  Since taking the helm eleven years ago, Dammrich 

has helped NMMA increase its membership upwards of 30 percent. Today, the association represents more than 1,600 

members that produce 80 percent of the recreational boating products currently sold in North America.  Under his 

leadership, NMMA has bolstered industry advocacy at both the state and federal level as well as expanded industry and 

consumer-related research, and statistics efforts.  Most notably, Dammrich was instrumental in helping finally unite the 

industry behind a strategy to increase the number of people who participate in recreational boating. The first official 

national advertising and marketing campaign for the industry’s Grow Boating Initiative was launched in 2006.  Dammrich 

furthers his involvement and commitment to recreational boating interests by serving on several industry boards.  They 

include the American Sportfishing Association; the Recreational Boating & Fishing Foundation; the International Council 

of Marine Industry Associations; the International Marine Certification Institute, and as Chairman of the American 

Recreation Coalition.  In addition, he was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior to serve as Chairman of the Sport 

Fishing and Boating Partnership Council (a federal advisory committee to the Secretary of the Interior.) Dammrich’s 

academic accomplishments include an MBA and MS in accounting, with a bachelor’s degree in economics.  He is also a 

Certified Public Accountant.  Thom and his wife, Carol, have four adult children. 

 

Matt Gruhn, Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA) 

Phone:  763-315-8043 Email: matt@mraa.com 

 

Matt Gruhn joined the Marine Retailers Association of the Americas as President in October 2011, bringing with him a 

life-long devotion to boating and nearly 15 years of experience working in the trade. He joined MRAA after working for 

nearly 15 years at Affinity Media's Ehlert Publishing Group division. He joined Ehlert Publishing as Associate Editor 

of Watercraft World, PWC Magazineand Watercraft Business before being promoted to Managing Editor and then Editor 

of Watercraft World and PWC Magazine. Gruhn worked on the staff that launched Ehlert's Powersports Business, a trade 

publication serving the motorcycle and other powersports products market, in 1998, and began working on Boating 

Industry magazine when Ehlert/Affinity acquired it in 2002. Named Editor of Boating Industry in 2003, Associate 

Publisher in 2009 and Publisher and Editorial Director overseeing Affinity’s trade group in 2010, Gruhn helped to 

launch Boating Industry's Top 100 Dealers Program. While with Boating Industry, Gruhn led the team that produced the 

MRAA's annual convention, the Marine Dealer Conference & Expo. He led the renaming and reinvention of the MDCE 

and helped to lead the event to significant growth. Under his direction, attendance at the annual event grew from just 97 

people in 2007 to more than 1,200 today.Gruhn and his wife Allison live in Minneapolis with their two children, Madison 

and Gabrielle. They spend their summers in, on or near the water in a variety of fishing, boating, tubing, swimming, and 

skiing activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tdammrich@nmma.org
mailto:matt@mraa.com


 
 

 

Carmelo Torraca,  Esq. Cooper Levenson 

Phone:  609-572-7520 Email: ctorraca@cooperlevenson.com 

 

Carmelo “Tony” Torraca is a seasoned attorney with experience in the defense of catastrophic and significant injury 

litigation arising from passenger and commercial vehicle accidents, boating and marina accidents, construction defects 

and accidents, and more.  Carmelo “Tony” Torraca joined the firm as an associate and became a partner in 2007.  

Presently, Tony is handling sophisticated legal matters for an array of specialized clients.  He represents three of the top 

five nationwide pest control companies, handling almost all litigation in fleet management, pest control, toxic exposure, 

termite damage, and the exploding issue of bed bug litigation. Tony is presently managing and the lead counsel for the 

prosecution of a $50 million dollar construction defect claim on behalf of a prominent builder and major insurance 

company, spanning 13 developed communities in two states.  He has significant experience with security claims and has 

handled a multitude of catastrophic injuries resulting from third party criminal acts as against plaintiffs.  His clientele 

includes apartment complexes and concert security for major Philadelphia and New Jersey concert venues.  Tony is also 

working with marine insurance attorneys handling a multitude of New Jersey claims ranging from dockside work 

accidents to wrongful death and catastrophic injuries involving personal vessels.  A graduate of Villanova University 

(B.A. 1991) and Widener University School of Law (J.D. 1995), he received the Certificate of Achievement for Advanced 

Criminal Procedure and was on the Dean's Honor List in 1993, as well as the Fall and Spring of 1994. He was admitted to 

the bar in New Jersey and Pennsylvania in 1996, the United States District Court, District of Pennsylvania in 1997, and 

the United States District Court, District of New Jersey in 2000. He is also trained on PA Act 235. 

 

Stephanie E. Farrell,  Esq. Cooper Levenson 

Phone:  609-572-7492 Email: sfarrell@cooperlevenson.com 

 

Based in Atlantic City, Stephanie works with the Employment Law and Hospitality & Casino Defense Practice Groups.  

Stephanie handles employment law and litigation matters of every type, including claims of discrimination, harassment 

and retaliation at the agency, state and federal levels arising under a wide variety of employment statutes. These include, 

but are not limited to, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Family Medical Leave Act, the Fair Labor Standards 

Act, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, the Pregnancy Discrimination Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination and the 

New Jersey Conscientious Employee Protection Act. Employers in all types of businesses depend on Stephanie to guide 

them through the legal aspects of the processes of hiring, disciplining, investigating, labor force reductions, and 

terminations.  She drafts and negotiates executive employment contracts, sales and commission agreements, severance 

agreements, and non-compete agreements. She also helps them with the process of developing, modifying, and 

implementing employment policies and handbooks. Additionally, Stephanie acts on behalf of employers in connection 

with Department of Labor Wage and Hour audits and advises her clients regarding proper classification and payment of 

employees under the Fair Labor Standards Act as well as the appropriate designation of workers as employees or 

independent contractors.  A graduate of Rutgers University (B.A., Political Science 1994) and Rutgers University School 

of Law, Camden (J.D. 1997), Stephanie was admitted to practice in New Jersey in 1998, and in Florida in 2005. Stephanie 

clerked for the Honorable Vincent D. Segal, J.S.C., Superior Court of New Jersey, Equity Division. 
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Lauren de Vlaming, Social Media Manager, Dominion Marine Media 

Phone:  757-351-8194 Email: lauren.devlaming@dominionmarinemedia.com 

 

Lauren is a results-driven international social media marketing and content strategist for Dominion Marine Media and its 

brands. As social media grows and evolves, Lauren focuses on integrating social strategies across departments and 

providing the tools our customers need to manage their own social media. Highly organized, innovative and spunky, 

Lauren has a proven track record in international social media marketing, online reputation management and brand 

management as well as team leadership. You might have seen Lauren speaking at industry events across the country 

including NYBA, YBAA, MRU and YBU conferences — or you might have even seen her on ABC's World News 

Tonight! 

 

Rob Campbell, The Mironov Group, LLC 

Phone: 732-572-3900 Email: rcampbell@mironovgroup.com 

 

After over twenty years as a dealership consultant and trainer, Rob continues to have a passion for the dealership retail 

business. That passion is immediately recognized by everyone that works with him. He currently serves as 

one of the resident dealer analysts and consultants for The Mironov Group, working with dealerships, whether 

automotive, truck, motorsports or marine, to improve operations through better planning and financial review.  He is 

nationally known for helping dealers understand and get better results from their business. He also helps dealerships 

develop better internal controls with his training and experience in fraud investigations. A frequent and popular speaker at 

industry events, including eight NADA conventions, he is a true professional and a great communicator.  Rob is a 

Northwood University graduate who has augmented his formal education with much practical experience. For fifteen 

years, Rob wrote extensively concerning dealership operations, fixed operations management and warranty administration 

issues. He has conducted training sessions and worked as a consultant to many dealerships around the country. Rob has 17 

books or manuals on Fixed Operations management under his belt. He is also an associate member of the Association of 

Certified Fraud Examiners.  In addition to his consulting experiences in serving the dealership community, he has also 

held positions in the dealership. He has experience as a manager in all areas of fixed operations, and has retail sales 

experience. His years of hands-on involvement and unique dealership experiences give him a good knowledge base for 

dealers to draw on. By having personally taught hundreds of students, and writing to literally thousands more, Rob has 

proven his value to a significant portion of dealerships. 

 

Genevieve Boehm Clifton, New Jersey Department of Transportation, Office of Maritime Resources 

Phone: 609-530-4770 Email: Genevieve.Boehm-Clifton@dot.state.nj.us 

 
Genevieve Clifton is the Manager of the New Jersey Department of Transportation/Office of Maritime Resources.  She 

has been active in regional maritime issues since she was hired as part of the original Office team in 1997.  OMR works to 

ensure that the state has a safe and navigable marine transportation system, facilitates science-based solutions, and creates 

partnerships that ensure the State capitalizes on environmental, economic and tourism opportunities.  Genevieve is 

dedicated to the balanced growth and development of New Jersey’s port, maritime and marine transportation 

infrastructure.  Post-Superstorm Sandy, she led the Department’s emergency waterway response, and was subsequently 

asked to oversee the state’s new State  
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Channel Dredging Program to return the state’s 200 nautical miles of waterways to a state of good repair. Genevieve has 

received Master Degrees from Seton Hall University in Public Administration and Diplomacy and International Relations.   

 

Ginger Kopkash, DEP Assistant Commissioner, Land Use Management 

Phone: 609-292-2178 Email: Ginger.Kopkash@dep.nj.gov 

 

Ginger Kopkash, is an Assistant Commissioner for Land Use Management, at New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection. She has worked for the Department for more than twenty-five years reviewing development applications and 

their potential impact on environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands and floodplains. She was a manager for ten 

years at the Division of Land Use Regulation overseeing the Division’s IT operations and managed the development of 

Division’s on-line permitting system. She headed the Department’s wetland mitigation unit for 15 years overseeing the 

development of the State’s wetland mitigation program. In the last four years she has been overseeing the transformation 

of the Department’s land use regulations specifically the Flood Hazard Area, Coastal and Freshwater Wetland rules. In her 

current position she continues to steer the Department’s transformation of land use regulations, the processing of land use 

permits and the State’s coastal zone management program.  

 

Andy Anderson, Anderson Insurance Agency 

Phone: 609-597-8507 Email: aanderson@AiAinsure.com 

 

Andy is a requested speaker at “Write Your Own Flood Insurance” conferences and community awareness programs on 

flood insurance.   Active in the federal flood insurance program since its implementation in 1968, his agency was 

recognized by the Federal Insurance Administrator as “Agency of the Year.”  He most recently, since Hurricane Sandy, 

has been a guest speaker for the Ocean Monmouth Legal Service on several occasions. In addition to his active 

participation in the insurance industry, Andy believes that his agency is an important member of its local community and, 

as such, the agency commits untold hours of staff and financial support to more than 50 charitable organizations.  On a 

personal level, Andy has also been a dedicated supporter of his community.  He was proud to receive national recognition 

in 1982 for starting two new Exchange Clubs in one year, received their “Unsung Hero” award, and he was subsequently 

elected President of the Exchange Club of Beach Haven.  He was elected to the Board of Commissioners of the Borough 

of Beach Haven from 1998 to 2002, serving as Commissioner of Public Works, Parks and Property, and also served as 

Chairman of the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Vice Chairman of the Municipal Land Use Board.  Andy has also 

volunteered as an officer and lineman for two local fire companies, and is currently active as a certified “Firefighter 1” 

with the New Gretna Volunteer Fire Company.  Andy Anderson is a principal and the Executive Vice President of the 

Anderson Insurance Agency, a property and casualty agency with offices in Haven Beach (Long Beach Island) and 

Manahawkin, New Jersey.  He attended Stockton State College, became active in the insurance industry in 1973, and 

attained his Certified Insurance Counselor designation in 1983, He holds a New Jersey Real Estate Broker’s License, and 

in 1978 was recognized by the National Association of Review Appraisers as a Senior Review Appraiser.  Andy’s other 

professional accomplishments include membership in the Agents’ Council for USF&G Insurance Company and Ohio 

Casualty’s New Jersey Agents Advisory Council; and serving as the first Chairman of the newly-formed Agents Advisory 

Council for Cumberland Mutual Insurance Group. He was consulted by Christine Todd Whitman’s Election Committee 

on automobile insurance matters before she became governor of New Jersey.  Andy has had numerous articles on 

insurance published in magazines which include American Agent and Broker, PIA National, and Ocean County Business 

Association, and is consulted regularly by the Press of Atlantic City and Sandpaper newspapers. 
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Rob Nixon, State House Strategies 

Phone:  609-578-0571  Email: nixon@statehousellc.com 

 

Robert A. Nixon is founder and President of State House Strategies, a government affairs consulting firm in New Jersey.  

He also serves as Director of Government Affairs for the New Jersey State Policemen’s Benevolent Association, New 

Jersey’s largest law enforcement union.  Since becoming a lobbyist, Mr. Nixon has made a name for himself as one of 

Trenton’s leading legislative lobbyists and strategists.  He began his career in New Jersey government in 1993 as a 

political consultant and legislative aide to elected officials, including to former State Senate Judiciary Committee 

Chairman Bill Gormley.  Prior to and since becoming a lobbyist in 1995 he has managed a variety of municipal, State 

Senate, General Assembly and Congressional races in the State.  Mr. Nixon also has served on several State and local 

Boards and Commissions including membership on the New Jersey Schools Development Authority where he serves as 

Chairman of the Audit Committee of the Authority.  In November 2012 he was elected to a four year term as a 

Councilman for Jackson, NJ where he acts as Chairman of the Council Committees on Economic Development, 

Administration and Finance.  He received his undergraduate degree in Politics from Saint Joseph’s University and a 

Master of Governmental Administration degree from the University of Pennsylvania where he currently serves as an 

Adjunct Professor teaching a course that focuses on government relations, American Government and Practical Politics at 

Penn’s Fels Institute of Government.  Mr. Nixon was honored with the Faculty of the Year award at the Institute’s 

commencement in 2013. 

Moderators 
 

Ray Bogan, Sinn, Fitzsimmons, Cantoli, Bogan & West 

Phone:  732-892-1000 x 202 Email: brogan@lawyernjshore.com 

 

Ray Bogan is a partner with the law offices of Sinn, Fitzsimmons, Cantoli, Bogan & West in Point Pleasant Beach, New 

Jersey.  The focus of Ray’s law practice is representing small businesses and individuals in legal proceedings and 

transactional work.  Ray also represents marinas, boat brokerages, marine contractors, party and charter boat owners and 

operators, and other marine related businesses.  Ray represents a number of non-profit advocacy organizations.  He is 

legal counsel and secretary to the New Jersey Marine Trades Association, legal counsel to the Recreational Fishing 

Alliance, a national organization representing recreational fishing interests, and the United Boatmen of New Jersey and 

New York, an organization which represents party and charter boat owners and operators, and tackle and bait distributors. 

He is the chairman of the Partnership for Mid-Atlantic Fishery Science (PMAFS), a cooperative scientific research entity 

bringing together distinguished scientists from east coast universities, and recreational and commercial fishing 

organizations, to support scientific research and participate in stock assessments, and is legal counsel and an advisor to 

SSFFF, a group which funds scientific fisheries research.  Ray has been appointed to serve on various federal and state 

boards and committees dealing with marine, scientific, environmental and fishing issues, and is a former member of the 

Borough Council in Sea Girt, New Jersey.  He has served on numerous U.S. Government delegations to international 

fisheries bodies.  Ray’s family has been prominent in the recreational fishing community for nine decades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nixon@statehousellc.com
mailto:brogan@lawyernjshore.com


 
 

Melissa Danko, Executive Director of the Marine Trades Association of New Jersey 

Phone: 732-292-1051 Email: mdanko@mtanj.org 

 

Melissa Danko joined the MTA/NJ as the Executive Director in 2001. As Executive Director, her responsibilities include 

Governmental Relations and Lobbying, Education and Training, Public Relations, Event Planning, Fundraising, Research 

and Writing, and directing the day-to-day activities of the Association.  In addition to her efforts to grow the Association 

and promote and protect the boating industry, she has worked to amend many environmental regulations that directly 

impact marine businesses including the public access rule.   This long battle successfully came to an end in November 

2012 when DEP leadership responded to the Association's concerns, under the direction of Melissa and recognized the 

need to revise the state’s public access rule to make it more reasonable by using common sense and recognizing that 

marinas already provide access. She has also organized and produced educational seminars and training programs for 

marine businesses throughout New Jersey covering topics such as best management practices for marine businesses, 

boating safety, dredging and dredged material management and small business assistance programs including seven  

MTA/NJ Conferences. Since 2009, she managed and produced ten local boat shows, The Jersey Shore Boat Sale & Expo 

at FirstEnergy Park in Lakewood and The New Jersey Boat Sale & Expo in February.   In addition to her duties as 

Executive Director, she serves as an active member of the NJ Clean Vessel Act Steering Committee, the I BOAT NJ 

Program Selection Committee, the Barnegat Bay Partnership Advisory Committee, the New Jersey Clean Marina Program 

Steering Committee, the Monmouth Ocean Development Council Energy and Environment Committee, the NJ Sea Grant 

Advisory Board and the Marine Industry Enhancement Steering Committee.  She is co- chair of the National Marine 

Trades Council, a member of the Recreational Boating Leadership Council, and served as Chair of the Advisory Council 

of Marine Associations and as Secretary on the Board of Directors for the Marine Environmental Education Foundation 

(MEEF). She also served on the review board for the Division of Travel and Tourism Cooperative Marketing Grant 

Program.   
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